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CORRESPONDENCE. 





CONFLICTING OPINIONS. 

Mr. Editor—The priests of every god stand up for their own omnipotent, 
and write, and lie, and fight for him, through thick and thin. But one thing 
is worthy of observation amongst the priests ; they never doubt the Godhead 
of their adversary, nor the heaven, nor the hell, nor the being of the soul, 
nor the hereafter. Thus, keeping up the delusion, they thrive while the con- 
founded multitude are starving. 

The Jew, who will not believe that Jesus Christ is his Messiah, and 
must be damned for that, lays his hand on his book and cries out, “here is 
the law and the prophets. _I believe in this, and the coming of the great 
day, and in the restoration of the chosen, and the rebuilding of Jerusalem 
and the holy temple, and that, with the help of the mighty Jehovah, we 
shall conquer all nations, subdue all empires, and the lion of Judah shall 
reign over the prostrate world.” 

The meek Christian, then, holds up his book and cries out to the Jew, 
‘vile unbeliever, you do not understand that book which you profane by 
touching. God has hardened your heart, as he did Pharaoh’s in the land 
of Egypt, in the days of your forefathers, that, seeing, ye shall not see, . 
that hearing, ye shall hear and not understand, lest ye might believe and be 
converted. ‘This is the true book. Come unto me all ye that are heavy 
laden and I will ease you of your burthen ? for my conscience is clear and 
my hand is ever ready to receive ; come and drink of the water of the well 
of life. I am the word and the way and the good shepherd, saith the Lord 
Jesus Christ, whom ye crucified on Calvary, between thieves, and on whom 
your vile mob spat ; for this the plough passed over your city, and ye have 
been outcasts ever since. Yet, still, ye may repent and be saved. This 
book teacheth all manner of good things—Good people, read this book eter- 
nally and read nothing else—give unto your priests, and they will pray that 
ye may have grace and faith in abundance, and that ye may avoid the temp- 
tations of evil, and live truly pious lives, resigned to his will who sends us.’ 

The devout Mussulman, bowing his forehead to the earth and pressing 
his sacred volume to his bosom, cries out, ‘ hear me, ye infidels, listen to 
the sacred precepts of the divinity. There is but one God and Mahomed 
is his prophet. Glory to Allah. Who shall dispute the authority of the 
Koran, first and last of heavenly productions? Who shall dare to contend 
with omnipotence? The sword shall destroy him ; fire shall consume him ; 
the earth shall reject him, and his ashes shall be cast out of existence. 
But for you, ye holy, who were elected before all time to believe in and 
exalt the seal of the prophets, to honour the sent of God; for you, ye 
happy and blessed, the sacred earth shall bring forth an abundance ; ye 
shall here have all manner of good things, and the immaculate joys of the 
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celestial paradise are prepared for your reception ; for you, shall the Hour: 
the unfading daughters of heaven, preserve eterral virginity; you shali 
bathe in rivers of milk, scented with the Ottar Gu!, and recline on beds ot’ 
full blown roses, charmed with the seraphic voice of a thousand wives ; 
under the shade of Almighty goodness shall ye repose for ever.” 

This is certainly a heaven which a man might live or die for with pleasure. 
Mahomed knew what would please holy devotees, and his sword and Koran 
were liberal behests. But the Christians were aware of this, and would 
not allow him the honour of writing his own book, or of forming his creed 
and doctrine : hence, they insist, that one of their own monks was the au- 
thor of this delectable book and fascinating religion. Others say, that the 
Christian code was a selection from the works of all the old eastern sages, 
and that there was no such man as Jesus Christ; but that his name is de- 
rived from Chrisen, an Assyriac name given to the sun, or from the Greek 
word christos, and, it is clear, that there were no Christians in the first 
hundred years of what is now called the Christian era. The curious, who 
search into the records of antiquity, tell us, that the Jews were a horde of 
wandering gypsies, who were expelled out of Egypt for unc!eanness ; who 
had neither religion nor laws until four or five hundred years after the date 
of their origin as a people; and the history which they own, as being a 
true and authentic memoir of themselves and their forefathers, is most cer- 
tainly, both as to matter and manner, the very worst sample of historic com- 
position in existence. Such murders, massacres, assassinations, and usur- 
pations, disgrace not the page of any other history, and their sainted psalm 
singing king, whom they fanatically call a man after God’s own heart, 
bequeathes to his son, the wisest of men, on his death bed, a brace or trio of 
murders. These are the books on which we must rely ; on these must we 

-fix our faith, and hope for eternal salvation ; on these must be founded our 
moral, civil, and religious codes, forsooth. These are not merely the great- 
est efforts of human genius, but the very ne plus ultra of divine wisdom! 

These are the books and creeds, which men argue about with drawn 
swords ; for which they burn, hang, and destroy—imprison, rob, and mur- 
der one another. These are the books, which we are not to criticize under 
pain of eternal damnation! These are the books, which we must not exa- 
mine, nor doubt their truth. Books which carry falsehood in every page ! 
Collections of fables, vain tales, improbable traditions, records of cruel in- 
human murders, lying stories of impossible miracles, and degrading charac- 
ters of an omnipotent God, whom the wretches reduce below the meanest 
earthly tyrant whose deeds would disgrace the worst of the Cesars; an 
immutable God, changeable, fickle, inconstant, cruel, vindictive, revenge- 
ful, and unjust, eternally sinning and repenting, creating and destroying. 
In all, except the creative power, a man of the very worst disposition ! 
Yet the wretches who pretend to believe in these creeds and abominable 
books, cry up this idol as the soul of every thing, and the only righteous, 
all-wise, all-benevolent, and all-just being in or out of existence ; in whom 
are all the virtues, though he'permits evil, vice, the devil, and misery, to 
reign paramount over this poor world, just to amuse himself in tempting us 
mortals ! : VERITAS. 
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THE INDIAN’S LETTER.—NO. 1. 

Chrisitaniiyn—So much, and so much to the purpose, has been said 
vgainst Christianity, that it seems rank cowardice to draw a pen against it. 
But though confuted, confounded, decried, and cursed ; though proved to 
bea vile, bungled fabrication, scouted by sense, reason, and understanding ; 
though void of all historical proof, or the smallest degree of rationality ; 
though accounted an irrational, absurd superstition, and known to be the 
spawn of fraud and ignorance, begotten on ancient traditional superstitions, 
and disseminated for the worst of purposes among ignorant, credulous 
people, who were slaves in body and mind: yet, for all this, fraudulent 
knaves, ignorant fanatics of the present day, preach it up to unthinking 
people, who swallow the ridiculous tale with all the absurd and disgusting 
nonsense which the ignerant hypocritical teachers of the wretched, lying 
doctrine can add to it. The deceit and hypocrisy of the various priests of 
the numberless sects stand manifest in all their proceedings. They decry 
by hearsay all who presume to question their creed, to examine their prin- 
ciples, to investigate their origin, or to doubt their authors or authority. 
With them it is a maxim, never to read any thing which is written against 
them, and to warn their disciples against perusing the works of an infidel 
author. This has very much the look of bad men and women scolding— 
none mind what the other says, but all keep scolding away. Some of the 
writings of the gravest of these determined, obstinate Christians, are truly 
laughable, if not worse than their mere assertions followed : but when they 
gravely vouch falsehoods for facts, and thereby establish a foundation for 
future frauds, it becomes us to stop them in the act, to detect their iniquity, 
and shame them on the spot. Such, however, is their sanctified impudence, 
and impenetrable ignorance, that they blush not, and set sense. reason, and 
argument at defiance. 

One thing surely is plain to the ignorant and the most learned; none of 
us know any thing about the formation of this world, or when it was made. 
Here we are all alike, except the most stupid, ignorant. fanatic Christian : 
he knows to a moment of time, when the vast globe was launched from the 
heavenly slip, and put in motion ; or, rather, anchored in the heavens; for 
his sacred book tells him, that it stands still, and that the sun, moon, and 
stars all dance round it. This one siagle instance ought to destroy the au- 
thority of the Bible, as it certainly would that of any other book ; but the 
infatuated can believe nothing but falsehood. ‘The accounts of massacres, 
and of the destruction of cities and nations, in the Bible, which fill the heart 
of man with horror, pity, and indignation, only gratifies the feelings, and 
raises the brutal joy of the infatuated fanatic. One says very gravely, just 
as if he had been present and had seen the transaction, ‘‘ 4004 years be- 
fore the birth of Christ the world was made, on the 19th of October, O. 8S.” 
And as they have learned some little time ago, they say it was put in mo- 
tion at 7 P. M. and so continued until the 29th in A. M. when it was de- 
stroyed byGod Almighty, who drowned it, and repeopled the earth again 
by Noahand his family. One tells, very gravely, the year, the month, and 
hour of the day, when an old man was taken up into heaven in a fiery 
chariot. This was too good a story to be lost, so it is again repeated, and 
Elijah has the fiery chariot and fiery steeds sent for him, and up he goes to 
heaven. One relates, that a few priests made themselves trumpets of rams” 
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horns, went blowing them about a great city until they blew the walls down 
and then entered and destroyed all the defenceless inhabitants. But of all _ 
the ridiculous lies and absurdities which they tell, that of God Almighty 
sending Moses and Aaron, like two conjurors, to frighten and plague poor 
Pharaoh and the Egyptians, is the most absurd, stupid, and inconsistent- 
It exhibits its authors as men at once childish and depraved ; for, to a moral 
man, the whole proceedings of the mighty Jehovah and the favoured Jews 
are captious, cruel, tyrannical, fraudulent, and unjust. However, none 
now vouch for the truth of this story, or attempt to support it, except the 
grossly ignorant, the insidious deceiver, the lying priest, or his credulous 
disciple. 

Then comes the story of the miraculous conception, and the birth of 
young God Almighty! Here our indignation rises at the impostors who 
could fabricate such a story, have the impudence and effrontery to tell it 
for a fact, and insist on our eternal damnation if we do not believe every 
word of the absurd narrative. Heavens! what is man, that he can either 
make, tell, or believe in, such a story? But here we may pause a little 
and examine this celestial or tale! Let us suppose for a moment, for 
argument sake, that such a thing was probable, and did actually happen ; 
that the Almighty begot himself on a young woman, who was another man’s 
wife, and was born into this world for the salvation of men; that is, to de- 
liver men or their souls from the evil spirit, Satan; that his birth was fore- 
told hundreds of years before it happened; that it was announced at the 
moment by divine angels, or messengers from heaven ; that wise men from 
the east came and paid homage to the new-born God; that the old Almighty 
God owned him out of the heavens, and said, “ thts is my only begotten, 
in whom I am, well pleased ;” that the man-God served his apprenticeship 
‘to a carpenter, and wrought at his trade until he was thirty years of age ; 
that then he commenced field-preacher, and, after strolling about the coun- 
try, was taken up and tried for the double crime of sedition and blasphemy ; 
that he was found guilty of one or both charges, and crucified between 
two thieves; and that he was buried, and rose again from the dead, and 
ascended into heaven. Now, suppose we admit all this, we must naturally 
ask, for what was all this done—for what end? We sce no benefit to society 
arise from this divine sacrifice, and we have not the smallest proof that 
such transactions ever took place. The people, who were alive and pre- 
sent, did not believe a word of it—they have made no kind of record either 
of him or his miracles. The learned, the wise, and the good, are silent 
on the occasion. The historians and natural philosophers of Rome say 
nothing about him or his wonders, and some of them were wonder-hunters 
too. Among the rest, there are Pliny and Seneca, and many others equally 
curious and still more credulous, yet not one ever writes or speaks a word 
about the divine Messiah ; and what is more, no good has accrued to man, 
but, on the contrary. No such things as religious persecutions or religious 
wars were known before the Christian era. 

Take it in what sense or light we will, nothing can be more ridiculous, 
absurd, or childish, than the Christian scheme of human redemption. 
Such Gods, such Fathers Almighty, such Sons, such Holy Ghosts, such 
immaculate conceptions and diyine incarnations, such miracles, wonders. 
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aid tales, are below the criticism of reason; bui may, in some distant 
period, hecome the theme of some future curse of Kehama, and entertain 


man as a fabulous invention. 
To be continued. 





IMPORTANT EXAMINATION. BY LORD BOLINGBROKE. 
Continued from page 153. 

Falsifications and supposititious books.—The better to enable them to 
seduce the uninitiated during the first centuries, they did not fail to state 
that the sect had been respected by the Romans, and even by the empe- 
rors themselves. It was not enough to forge a number of writings which 
they attributed to Jesus; they also made Pilate write. Justin and Ter- 
tullian quote the “ Acts of Pilate,” and they are inserted in the Gospel of 
Nicodemus. Here follow some passages of the first letter of Pilate to 
Tiberius, which are curious : 

“It has lately happened, and I have witnessed it, that the envy of the 
Jews has drawn upon them acruel judgment. Their God having promised 
to send them his saint from heaven, to be their true king, and having pro- 
mised that he should be the son of a virgin, the God of the Hebrews did 
really send him while I presided in Judea. The principal Jews denounced 
him to me as a magician; I believed it; ordered him to be flogged, and 
then abandoned him to them. ‘They crucified him, put guards round his 
sepulchre, and he rose again the third day.” This ancient letter is very 
important, as it shews us that, at that time, the Christiams had not yet dared 
to suppose that Jesus was God. They merely say he was sent from God. 
if he had then been a God, Pilate, whom they cause to speak, would not 
have failed to say so. In the second letter he says, that if he had not 
feared a sedition, perhaps this noble Jew would still have lived. ‘ For- 
fasse vir ille nobilis viveret.”” They likewise forged a more detailed ac- 
count which was attributed to Pilate. 

Eusebius of Cesarea, book vii. of his Ecclesiastical History, assures 
us, that the woman troubled with the flux, who was cured by Jesus Christ, 
was a citizeness of Cesarea; he has seen her statue at the foot of that 
of Jesus. Round the base there are herbs which cure all kinds of diseases. 


They likewise give out a pretended edict of Tiberius, to rank Jesus among > 


the gods. They invented letters from Paul to Seneca, and from Seneca 
to Paul. Emperors, philosophers, and apostles were all put to contribu- 
tion; it was an uninterrupted course of frauds; some of them merely 
fanatical, the others political. A fanatical lie, for example, is that of writ- 
ing the Revelation and attributing it to John, which is only an absurdity ; 
a political lie is that of writing the book of Constitutions, and attributing it 
to the apostles. 

All these supposititious books, all these falsehoods, which have been de- 
nominated pious, were put only into the hands of the faithful. It was an 
enormous offence to communicate them to the Romans, who had scarcely 
any knowledge of them during the space of two hundred years; thus the 
flock increased daily. 





Impositions of the first Christians.—One of the oldest impositions of 
these new demoniacs. was the “ Testament of the twelve Patriarchs,” and 
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we still have entire the Greek translation of it by Jonnpseuruamed >. 
Chrysostom. ‘This ancient book, which was written in the first century 0: 
our era, is visibly the production of a Christian, because it makes Levi 
say in the 8th article of his Testament, “ The third shall have a new name, 
because he shall be a king of Judah.” This signifies Jesus Christ, who 
has never been designated but by such like impostures. 

They invented the Testaments of Moses, Enoch, and Joseph, their as- 
cension or assumption into heaven : that of Moses, Abraham, Elda, Moda, 
Elias, Sophonia, Zachariah, and Habakkuk. At the same time they forged 
the famous book of Enoch, which is the only foundation for all the mystery 
of Christianity, since it is in this book alone that we find the history of the 
rebellious angels who had sinned. _ It is certain, that the writings attributed 
te the apostles were not composed till after the fable of Enoch, which was 
written in Greek by some Christian of Alexandria. Jude in his Epistle, 
quotes this Enoch more than once ; (Jude 14) he reports his own words, 
and is so destitute of common sense, as to assert that Enoch, who was tie 
seventh man after Adam, had written prophecies. 

Here, then, we have two vile impositions well attested ; that of the Chris- 
tian who invented the book of Enoch, and that of the Christian who in- 
vented the Epistle of Jude, in which the words of Enoch are related. 
There was never a more stupid falsehood. It is useless to enquire who 
was the principal author of these frauds, which insensibly gained credit ; 
but there is some probability that it was Hegesippus, whose fables had a 
great run, and who was quoted by Tertullian, and afterwards copied by 
Eusebius. 

The supposititious letter of Jesus Christ to a pretended king of the city 
of Edessa, which had not then a king, and the journey of Thaddeus (or 
Jude) to this king, were four hundred years in vogue among the first Chris- 
lians. 

Whoever wrote a gospel, or undertook to teach his little rising flock, im- 
puted to Jesus discourses and actions which are not mentioned in our four 
Gospels. Itis thus that in the 20th chapter of the Acts of the Apostles, 
Paul quotes these words of Jesus: “It is more blessed to give than to 
receive.” (Acts xx. 35.) These words are not to be found in Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, nor John. 

The travels of Peter, the revelation of Peter, the acts of Paul and of 
Thecle, the letters from Paul to Seneca, and from Seneca to Paul, the acts 
of Pilate and the letters of Pilate, are sufficiently known among the learned, 
and it is useless to rummage among these archives of falsehood and absur- 
dity. They carried their nonsense to such a pitch, as to write the history 
of Claudia Procula, who was Pilate’s wife. 





Conclusion.—i conclude, that every sensible man, every honest man, 
ought to hold Christianity in abhorrence. “The great name of Theist, 
which we can never sufficiently revere,”(Shaftesbury) is the only name we 
ought to adopt. The only gospel we should read is the book of nature, 
written with God’s own hand, and stamped with his own seal. The only 
religion we ought to profess is, “‘ to adore God, and act like honest men.” 
it would be as impossible for this simple and eternal religion to produce evil, 
as it would be impossible for Christian fanaticism not to produce it, Natu- 
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Yai religion can never be made to say, “‘ Think not that I am come to send 
peace on earth ; I came not to send peace, but a sword.” (Matt. x. 34.) 
Yet this is the first confession they put in ihe mouth of a Jew whom they 
call Christ. 

Men are blind and wretched to prefer an absurd and sanguinary sect, 
maintained by hangmen and surrounded by funeral piles; a sect which 
could find no admirers but among those to whom it communicated wealth 
and power ; a particular sect received only in a small portion of the globe, 
in preference to a simple and universal religion, which even, by the confes- 
sion of Christians, was the religion of the human race during the ages of 
Seth, Enoch, and Noah. If the religion of the first patriarchs were true, 
certainly the religion of Jesus must be false. Sovereigns have submitted 
themselves to this sect, thinking they would be more respected by their own 
subjects, by loading themselves with the yoke which was imposed upon the 
people. They did not perceive that they made themselves the first slaves 
of the priests, and in one half of Europe they have not yet been enabled 
to render themselves independent. And pray what king, what magistrate, 
what father of a family, would not rather be the master of his own house, 
than be the slave of a priest? 

What! The innumerable number of citizens that have been injured, ex- 
communicated, reduced to beggary, killed, and their bodies cast on the high- 
way ; the number of princes dethroned and assassinated, has not yet opened 
men’s eyes! And when we do open them, we perceive this fatal idol is not 
yet demolished! But what shall we substitute in its place, say you? What! 
A ferocious animal has sucked the blood of my relatives. I tell you to rid 
yourselves of this beast, and you ask me what you shall put im its place! 
Is it you that put this question to me ? Then you are a hundred times more 
odious than the pagan pontiffs, who permitted themselves to enjoy tran- 
quillity among their ceremonies and sacrifices ; who did not attempt to en- 
slave the mind by dogmas ; who never disputed the powers of the magis- 
trates, and who introduced no discord among mankind. You have the face 
to ask what you must substitute in the place of your fables ? I answer you, 
** God, truth, virtue, laws, rewards, and punishments.”” Preach probity, and 
do not preach dogmas ; be the priests of God, and not the priests of a man. 





Magic.—St. Clement of Alexandria relates that Moses killed a king of 
Egpyt by sounding the name of God in his ear, after which he brought 
him to life again by pronouncing the same word. St. Clement is very ex- 
act; he cites his author, the learned .frlapanus. Who can impeach the 
testimony of 4rtapanus? Nothing tended more to retard the progress of 
the human mind than this profound science of error which sprung up among 
the Asiatics with the origin of truth. The universe was brutalized by the 
very art which should have enlightened it. Of this we have great exam: 
ples in Origen, Clement of Alexandria, ‘Tertullian, Xc. &c. 

Origen, in particular, expressly says, “ If, when invoking God, or,swew- 
by him, you call him the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, you will, by 
these words, do things the nature and force of which are such that the evil 
spirits submit to those who pronounce them ; but if you call him by another 
tame, as God of the roaring sea, &c. no effect will be produced. The 
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name of Israe/ rendered in Greek will work nothing ; bui pronoince 1 
Hebrew with the other words required, and you will effect the conjuration.”” 
The same Origen has these remarkable words :—‘ There are names which 
are powerful from their own nature. Such are those uscd by the sages of 
Egypt, the Magi of Persia, and the Brahmins of India. What is called 
magic is not vain and chimerical art, as the Stoics and Epicureans pretend. 
The names Sabaoth and Adonai were not made for created beings, but 
belong to a mysterious theology which has reference to the creator ; hence 
the virtue of these names when they are arranged and pronounced accord- 
ing to rule,” &c. 
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Opening Address, spoken before the Society of Free PRAT: ers, at Milita- 
vy Hall, New York, on Sunday, Feb. 24th, 1828. By Henry 4. Fay. 


It is with a feeling of mingled joy and regret that I rise to address you— 
regret, that such an institution, as the one we this day meet to lay the 
foundation of, is necessary for the security of our dearly bought freedom, 
and even our lives. If I could, I would fondly persuade myself, and you, 
too, that under the United States government our fellow-citizens 
enjoy complete liberty of speech and action, to the very extent where li- 
centiousness bars farther progress, by its own hideous features and threat- 
enings. I would fain recommend that the cares of state be left to those 
highly gifted individuals who say they are fitted for the endurance ; while 
unpresuming others should yield obedience to the laws made for their good. 
But the best men are led into temptation by possessing unlimited power. 
While our magistrates, divine teachers, and soldiery watch over the people 
the people must also keep watch. 

There are men in this country who have vanity and love of power. 
They lust for every luxury, and would risk drowning in an ocean of dissi- 
pation, so that they could, like the pernicious vermin on the coast of Nor- 
way, called the lemming, after desolating fields of verdure, but be allowed 
to swim out among the billows, as far as their strength held, and then sink. 
These persons look upon other men as their beasts of burden; they will 
not herd with the vulgar animals ; and laugh in their faces when they ca- 
jole them out of their votes, with set, unmeaning, canting professions of 
truth, honesty, patriotism, piety, and devotion to the people. My regret is 
that such things are, and that hvpocrites, designing hypocrites, assume 
masks of every kind, to stab us, when we look to them for protection. 
These wretches are found in every rank and office. Iniquity is not exclu- 
sively the tenant of our debtors’ jails, penitentiaries, houses of refuge, 
bridewells, state prisons ; and every murderer does not die under the gal- 
lows. Misery is not confined tothe poor, to savages, or to convicted 
felons. 

I have heard and scen a most wonderful anomaly. I beheld a judge, 
presiding on an elevated seat, in this very city, to try one of his fellow-citi- 
zens accused of violating the laws, which laws that judge had violated : ay, 
that judge had violated the very prohibition, for the infraction of which he 
vas bald enough to call to account the prisoner at his bar. I heard that 
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judge sentence him to prison, to be the fellow-convict of the most profli- 
gate, filthy, abandoned felons—immured within the same loathsome dun- 
geon vapors. I saw the credulous crowd of ‘stupid starers” gazing at 
that judge with a look of adulation, but sneering at the illiterate victim, the 
bungling, unfortunate, humble imitator of that literary, legal judge. The 
judge had once fought a duel, (to which, probably, he owed his elevation ; ) 
the prisoner, though he could’nt write a correct sentence, had blundered 
upon something which the equitable judge had construed into a challenge 
of one of the poor fellow’s comrades to fight a duel. ‘The whole court 
Jaughed at the idea of such a creature contending for honour, before he 
learned orthography ; nevertheless, he was seut to bridewell for it. The 
lamentable truth is but too glaring, that many basest of men wheedle the 
people into giving them the highest stations in the departments legislative, 
executive, judiciazy ; also in the pulpit, and also in public opinion. 

But, as I said, my regret is mingled with joy on this occasion—joy, that 
we are assembled at this time, to congratulate each other upon the auspi- 
cious commencement of another campaign against the foes of human hap- 
piness. While I speak, the commingling forces of hail, rain, and snow 
are making their last demonstration, preparatory to breaking up their camp 
and retreating. ‘The snows of winter are yielding up our soil to the genial 
smiles of spring, and vegetation wakes from its annualsleep. The buds 
will soon bedeck the now naked bushes ; the foliage will tremble on its ten- 
der pinions, as if thrilling with ecstasy bencath the amorous zephyr’s warm 
embrace; and there will be music in the grove, sweet warblings from a 


thousand little feathered songsters of the air, as they feel the kindliness of 


Nature stealing gentiy through their veins. Would that the human race— 
my fellow-creatues, without excepting a man, woman, or child, might also 
henceforth be as smiling as the flowers, and as gay as the lark, which 
skims, unrestrained and | innocent, along the bosom of the pure liquid we 
breathe! Alas! there are inevitable incidents which at present oppress 
us—anxiety, disappointment, vexations innumerable, sickness—death. 

It does appear to me that there is a book, which teaches the reader 
how to avoid many sufferings ; by which the poignancy of pain may be 
soothed, almost into indifference, and the enjoyments of life may be in- 
creased in number and zest: by which the greatest evil of death, may be 
avoided. Imagine not thatI rave. Ido not literally mean that man will 
not die, but that he may be taught to smile at the approach of death ; that 
he may provide himself witth an ingredient calculated to sweeten the bit- 
terest cup which fate forces to his lip. Study Nature. Its volume is 
every where. 

I do not say that every person can at will diseard prejudice from the 
mind, and commence an education, improving daily in happiness by follow- 
ing the injunctions of those immutable principles which are written on 
every. atom of matier.. But I can say that my life has been more devoted 
to study and observe the operations of Nature, than to the accumulation of 
dollars and cents in my coffers ; and it appears to me that the same con- 
trolling qualities existing in the universe, which have formed certain par- 
ticles into my present identity, have provided every thing necessary for 
my wants ; that the only exertion necessary to satisfy all healthy desires, 
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is an exertion of faculties of body and mind in the most pleasurable methou 
they are capable of. 

I hear people anticipate the loss of a fortune, as if the power of fruitful- 
ness was about to be annihilated from the earth. ‘There are savages, whom 
civilized men habitually call “ poor, ignorant, wretched beings—naked, 
houseless, freezing, starving.” How do we reconcile this lamentation with 
the common expression of travellers, added most inconsistently, that never- 
theless these savages seem to be the happiest people in the world. Their 
whole business apegars to be a variety of sports; they rely entirely on a 
Great Spirit to provide them with food ; and they meet the occurrences 
which are natural, as sickness, pain, and death, with resignation. They 
are free from numberless petty vexations, incident to effeminate, refined 
society ; they eat when hungry, and then only, and bring to every gratifi- 
cation of every desire the most exquisite capacity for enjoyment. They 
always appear to be careless, hardy, happy, and apparently never discover, 
until money and missionary show them, by the light of the gospel and the 
sun of seience, how truly wretched and miserable they are. 

Ihear many complaints about sickness and want, but I do not know 
what remedy there is, while the citizens’ habits are so effeminate ; the 
world cannot supply their wants. Man is an animal, whose physical for- 
mation has rendered it essential to his health of body and mind, that his 
thoughts and actions should be free as_ the wind ; that like the aborigines 
who follow impulse, he should spend the greater part of his time in the 
open air, and partake of those simple dishes, which are given to him 
spontaneously by the earth, air, and waters. It would seem as if gold was 
was the idol of civilized man’s idolairy ; to which must be sacrificed com- 
fort, peace of mind, sanity of body, the welfare of the multitude ; ay, even 
truth and virtue. ‘There is a regular order throughout matter, time, and 
circumstance. Happiness is generally surrendered in proportion as the peo- 
ple are insincere, unkind, dishonest, indolent, luxurious, avaricious, and 
in the habit of restraining themselves from indulging in those manual 
spirits, which seem to the learned and the fashionable inconsistent with the 
dignity of gentility. 

Fashionable pursuits ofthe present time do not seem to produce, to those 
engaged inthem, the utmost satisfaction which human senses are capable 
of receiving. A whole night is passed, seated at a card table, while dele- 
terious drugs and liquors are taken to preserve the enervated frame from 
complete exhaustion. Ata late hour in the next forenoon, or at noon, the 
body rises from the effeminating couch, and enters upon the dull details of 
sedentary business, to procure more money for insipid indulgencies ; again 
comes night and gambling. I do not wonder, when I hear almost every 
one about me complaining of the utter tastelessness of all human enjoy- 
ments. 

Is it surprising, that mental cowardice causes men to tremble at the frown 
of a being of the same species, at a bauble crown, a tinselled mitre, the 
empty sounds of pope, king, duke, bishop, priest, reverend? I have looked 
at a picture, representing a stupid creature, whose bloated form burdens a 
chariot, around it gentlemen of talent and education, with their hats off, 
rushing forward and straining their eyes to see, their throats to shout the 
praises, of a fellow-being, whom her ancestors by fraud and murder have 
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acquired for the title of duchess—and I felt myself degraded in thinking 
that I was of the same species: I was disposed to hold in contempt even 
our boasted reason. Luxury, ignorance, superstition, have thus debased 
what has been called an image of the Almighty Creator and Ruler of the 
Universe. 

There are two classes of people on this planet ; the one are denominated 
superstitionists, the other, free enquirers. The first are trying to contract 
their intellects into the smallest possible compass. Their motte is faith. 
The latter class endeavour to expand from day to day the dominions of 
knowledge, and take for their guide reason. The superstitionists say, 
‘reason is blind and leads men astray; a revelation directly from heaven 
is required to teach truth ;” and so, follow every professing prophet. The 
free enquirers believe nothing which will not endure the test of reason, 
ridicule, time, and which is not reconcilable with all known facts. Look 
at the superstitionists, shrinking and abasing his form, prostrate upon the 
ground, at the foot of a little crucifix, the manufacture of a mechanic, or 
shaped by an illiterate carpenter from a chip of wood. Behold a free en- 
quirer, the philosophical Franklin: as if playing with a harmless child, 
which fears the rod of correction; see this free enquirer; sporting witl: 
and by his rod awing into insignificance the terrible lightnings. 

The free enquirer enjoys some pleasure. The student of Nature may 
be banished to a territory where art never trod, and there he can find the 
originals of which art is but the mere imitator. Does he wish for pictures ? 
There is the natural landscape. In the sky are colors no paint can rival ; 
the richest plumage clothes the dwellers of the air, and every beauteous 
hue glows on the flowers. The hill, valley, rock, darksome glen, tangled 
thicket, and secluded dell, offer every variety of tint, and a thousand varie- 
gated forms, to the delighted eye. ‘There are the placid lake, the purling 
brook, the foaming torrent, the tumbling cataract. The sea rolls in majes- 
tic surf, dashing up along the pebbled, shelly beach; its foam climbs the 
huge precipice ; in its sudden bound, as it leaps from the great body of 
waters ardand, an instant changes its dark hue and heavy substance into 
dazzling whiteness and feathery spray ; it seems as if it spurned ifs former 
humble existence as a billow, when it is winged to be a tenant of the air, 
and assumes momentarily the snowy emblem of innocence and purity ; the 
next instant it is again a dark wave, and mingles with its former unwieldy 
kind. ‘That is nature’s painting; but it has also motion, life, sound, vast 
expanse, and the bosom swells with the grandeur of the scene ; and that is 
wholesome luxury. There is also music in every breeze, and variety in 
every thing. The fishes of the sea, the fowls, the quadrupeds, the fruits, 
vegetables, are furnished to man, and the exertion which will enable him 
to obtain them gives him health and recreation. 

Many of our annoyances, it seems to me, should be attributed to the 
effects we yet feel, caused by that servitude which our forefathers freed 
themselves from. It requires a long time to elapse after emancipation, 
before the slave can unshackle his habits from the use of thraldom. We 
are yetinchains. Indeed, our political foes have been ignominiously driven 
from our soil, by the struggling through too bloody wars. A wide ocean 
is our bulwark, against that combination of despots, ‘‘ The Holy Alliance.” 
Our rocky coast is guarded by the sentine! storms, which terribly how! 
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along the billow. Yet we are constantly rubbing bright our long worn fet- 
ters, which would ere this have rusted from our limbs, had not a few selfish 
wretches denounced freedom of thought, lest freedom of action should 
follow. 

It is rumored, ‘hat an ‘‘ evangelical party,”’ (the cognomen I believe it 
has assumed ; its leaders ‘‘ evangelists,”’) in this country, has grown so 
powerful, that it is counting up its numbers, aad rallying its forces, prepa- 
ratory to a speedy union of church and state ; that reason will be dethroned, 
and in its stead substituted the frenzied fantasies of a bigoted priesthood ; 
that fanaticism is about to be the imperial dictator to republican America ; 
that the darkest hour of freedom’s despair is now come. There are deep 
murmurings, which seem to indicate an approaching moral revolution. 
Many conjecture, that the twilight of hope may ere long glimmer through 
our dungeon grate. 

When night from her “ ebon throne” sways unchallenged “ her leadén 
sceptre” o’er our land; at the very acme of her power, in the single mo- 
ment of her blackest gloom, the foundations of her place are crumbling. 
‘The ideal instent when it is midnight, ’tis morn. 


It is midnight--it is morn! 


Human reason wakes from its long sleep—the sleep of ages. Although 
in every century there have been solitary sages, crying out to a slumbering, 
besotted people, awake! although small bands have breasted tyranny in 
every nation ; yet history dves not tel] of a time when, as now, there have 
been so many presses, investigating all existing institutions, their origin and 
utility. 

The government of Great Britain, at last, permits free enquiry in every 
department of knowledge. Legislature in this country has very lately pro- 
claimed, that the candidate’s opinion shall not be the test of any person’s 
title to respect, in the hall of Justice. Investigation is abroad. Woe unto 
impostors, hypocrites, knaves, who are luxuriating upon the spoil that their 
impudence has extorted from eredulous simplicity. ‘The mummery of su- 
perstition and aristocracy is sinking into a subject of ridicule. The long 
faced bigot, who arrogates a divine mission, and threatens with consign- 
ment to a devil and his brimstone forces the congregation of dupes, whom 
their own idol divine laughs at in his sleeve, when he calls them his flock 
of sheep, is himscif the cause of mirth to the multitude. 

Behold (as some of us have seen) heraldry, freemasonry, the pride of 
birth, kingcraft, sacerdotalcraft, demonocracy, and demonology, with all 
their respective trumpery of emblazoned heraldic quarterly in the first grand 
quarter, Mars, three lions passant guardant, in pale Sol, the St. George 
killing the dragon, the bloody hand in the field, the black eagle volant and 
the thunderbolt, the masonic right worshipful grand master, noble blood, 
most catholic king, right reverendship, and his holiness ; and last, not least, 
his Satanic Majesty : all, all these high and mighty. powers concentrating 
all their essences into a painted picture ; into the honor of gracing an Ame- 
rican shop window, for the sport of republican citizens, as a laughable 
caricature. Be free! Scrutinize every habit, custom, maxim, doctrine, 


character. Study to clear the mind from every injurious prejudice. 
To be continued. 
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Liberal Priuciples!—The rapidity with which liberal principles are dif- 
fusing themselves over the Union, surpasses our most sanguine anticipa- 
tions. We have formerly given extracts from letters received from the east- 
ern and middle states, indicative of the steady progress of mental improve- 
ment. The following communication will show that this is not confined to 
any particular section, but that a spirit of enquiry is now abroad, which 
must eventuate in the complete emancipation of the human mind from 
priestly bondage. 

Laurenceburg , Indiana, March 2d, 1828. 

I have duly received your paper, and have had great satisfaction in peru- 
sing it, and lending it to others. It is highly approved of by a goodly num- 
ber here; and I have no doubt you will shortly receive considerable sup- 
port from this quarter. There are many inthis place who never allowed 
themselves to think on religious subjects, until very lately, but who are now 
breaking through the fog of superstition, and throwing off the shackles of 
Christianity. ‘The Methodist minister here has had the liberality to give 
some of your papers a reading. It is a day of reasoning in our land ; priest- 
craft has received a blow that will, in a short time, bury the whole fraternity 
in oblivion. 

Itis probable that in the course of three or four months, I shall be able 
to obtain a good subscription to the Correspondent, and shall feel happy in 
making the earliest communication to you on that subject. I inclose you 
$ 5 at this time, and wish you to send me another paper, commencing with 
Vol. Il. 

REMARK. 

It is incumbent on those who approve of our efforts to overthrow super- 
stition, to exert themselves in endeavouring to make the Correspondent 
known, and to procure subscribers. We have reason to believe, that there 
are thousands in this country, who, if they knew of its existence, would 
gladly give it support, and who are only prevented from doing this by the 
base measures resorted to by fanaticism, to prevent even the name of our 
journal appearing in any of the public papers. Such, indeed, is the influ- 
ence of the priesthood, that we have never been able to prevail on any 
individual to collect subscribers for us. Where this has been attempted, 
the person engaged has always been compelled to abandon the object in 
consequence of the abusive epethets with which he was loaded by the vo- 
taries of a “ meek and holy religion.” 





From the (Ohio) ‘‘ American Friend” of March 12th, 1828. 

Mr. Prentiss—In 1824, a little prior to Robert Owen’s first arrival in 
America, I went to Washington, distributed my printed memorial to each 
member of that Congress, for a grant of a million acres of land in East 
Florida in behalf of my ‘ Scientific Commonwealth.” When read in the 
Senate, it expired for want of breath. I then embarked for St. Domingo, 
intending to petition Boyer; but was wrecked by a gale, and lost 650 dol- 
lars. With the remainder of my damaged cargo, I visited South America, 
and found it a paradise for communities. But those superstitious people 
could not estimate how unity gives knowledge, knowledge wealth, wealth 
power and felicity. 

The “ Sctentific Commonwealth,” over which I preside, (and Sol, like the 
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head of any body, must guide the rest of the planets) has commenced a! 
Emblem Town,7 miles from Marietta, between Dock Creek and Muskin- 
gum river ; and several families are now in full co-operation, one for ali ;— 
all for one !—My school begins this week. We receive scholars to board, 
&c. on moderate term3 ; mutual instruction our method, with its monitoria! 
discipline. —But we inculeate no other religion than that of nature, and 
reverence to the Great Spirit of the Universe ; by which we learn to love 
each other, and do all we can. 

Do me the favor to publish this communication. Not that we seek mem- 
bers. Too many, alas! will seek us. The Community I was three months 
associated with at Valley Forge, near Philadelphia, was overwhelmed by 
a rush of importunate applicants, and there was not fortitude enough to 


refuse them. All that have failed have been surcharged in the commence- 
ment. EDWARD P. PAGE. 





MISCELLANEOUS. 


St. Genevieve.—The Golden Legend relates that when she was a child 
St. Germaine said to her mother, “ Know ye for certain that on the day of 
Genevieve’s nativity the angels sung with joy and gladness.” and looking 
on the ground he saw a penny signed with the cross, which came there by 
the will of God; he took it up, and gave it to Genevieve, requiring her 
to bear in mind that she was the spouse of Christ. She promised him 
accordingly and often went to the minister, that she might be worthy of her 
espousals, ‘‘ Then,” says the Legend, “ the mother was angry, and smote 
her on the cheek—God avenged the child, so that the mother became 
blind.” and so remained for one and twenty months, when Genevieve 
fetched her some holy water, signed her with the sign of the cross, washed 
her eyes, and she recovered her sight. It further relates, that by the Ho- 
ly Ghost she showed many people their secret thoughts, and that from 
fifteen years to fifty she fasted every day except Sunday and Thursday, 
when she ate beans, and barley-bread of three weeks old. Desiring to 
build a church, and dedicate it to St. Denis and other martyrs, she required 
materials of the priests for that purpose. ‘“‘ Dame,” answered the priests, 
‘we would ; but we can get no chalk nor lime.” She desired them to go 
to the bridge of Paris, and bring what they found there. They did so till 
two swineherds came by, one of whom said to the other, ‘‘ 1 went yester- 
day after one of my sows and found a bed of lime.” The other replied that 
he had also found one under the root of atree that the wind had blown 
down. St. Genevieve’s priests of course inquired where these discov- 
eries were made, and bearing the tidings to Genevieve, the church of St. 
Denis was began. During its progress the workmen wanted drink, where- 
upon Genevieve called for a vessel, prayed over it, signed it with the cross, 
and the vessel was immediately filled; “so,” says the Legend, “‘ the 
workmen drank their belly full,” and the vessel continued to 4e supplied 
in the same way with “ drink” for the workmen till the chured was finish- 
ed. At another time a woman stole St. Genevieve’s shoes, but as soon 
as she got home lost her sight for the theft, and remained blind, till. 
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having restored the shoes, St. Genevieve restored the woman’s sight. 
Desiring the liberation of certain prisoners condemned to death at Paris, 
she went hither and found the city gates were shut against her, but they 
opened without any other key than her own presence. She prayed 
over twelve men in that city possessed wiih devils, till the men were sus- 
pended in the air, and the devils were expelled. A child of four years old 
fell in to a pit and was killed; St. Genevieve only covered her with her 
mantle and prayed over her, and the child came to life and was baptized at 
Easter. Ona voyage to Spain she arrived at a port ‘‘ where, as of cus- 
tom, ships were wont to perish.” Her own vessel was likely to strike 
ona tree in the water, which seems to have caused the wrecks ; she com- 
manded the tree to be cut down, and began to pray ; when lo, just as the 
tree began to fall, “‘ two wild heads, gray and horrible, issued thereout, 
which stank so sore, that the people that were there were envenomed by 
the space of two hours, and never after perished ship there ; thanks be to 
God and this holy saint.” 

At Meaux, a master not forgiving his servant his faults though St. Ge- 
nevieve prayed him, she prayed against him. He was immediately seized 
with a hot ague; ‘ on the morrow he came to the holy virgin, running with 
open mouth like a boar, and requiring pardon.” She then blessed him, 
the fever left him, and the servant was pardoned. A girl going by with 
a bottle, St. Genevieve called to her, and asked what she carried, she 
answered oil, which she had bought ; but St. Genevieve seeing the devil 
sitting on the bottle, blew upon it, and the bottle broke, but the saint 
blessed the gil, and caused her to bear it home safely notwithstanding. 
‘The Golden Legend says, that the people who saw this, marvelled that the 
saint could see the devil, and were greatly edified. 





Avguments proving that the Christian Religion ruins all those States 
where it is the Established Religion. 
Abridged from a work translated from the French, and first published in 1698. 
. Continued from page 159. 


4. Relics.—Another of their baits to fish for the people’s money, is the 
holy relics, as they eall them, in their churches, monasteries, and convents : 
and, when the people’s devotion grows cold for the old relics, they never 
fail of bringing new shrines, or boxes full of fresh ones ; and ordinarily 
they say they come from holy Rome. It is well enough known, that 
oftentimes these relics are pieces of pasteboard fashioned like bones ; some- 
times they are the real bones of a human creature, and sometimes of 
beasts, as it hath been often proved: the priests and monks making it a 
matter of diversion to insult the foolish credulity of the people in this im- 
pudent manner, and yet, at the same time, make them pay for seeing and 
touching all those relics. 

5. Miracles.—There are also miracles to be performed from time to 
time, when the priests and monks please, by the statues, images, or bones 
of some dead man or woman, under the name of relics or shrines of some 
saints, as they call the bones and boxes in which they keep them. These 
miracles are of great advantage to the clergy, for by this means they bring 
atrundance of offerings to their churches and chapels. 
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6. Legacies.~—There are moveover legacies, dirges, and donatives, wie 
ther they be voluntary by persons whom they have seduced or suborned, 
or altogether false, which the priests or monks forge, in order to despoi! 
whole families ; whereof the world has had millions of examples; some 
such happen every day. 

7. Auricular Confession.—Auricular confession is one of their most 
gainful inventions, by which they shear their flock four times in a year. 
There are few people who do not at such times give them a piece of money, 
especially those who are guilty of great crimes ; and thereupon they receive 
absolution, provided that, together with this, they do some little trouble- 
some thing, which the priests impose upon them under the notion of pen- 
ance, the better to colour that infamous traffic, and to make the people be- 
lieve that it is not for the money they absolve them ; for that would appear 
odious even to the most dissolute wretch. The Pope and his clergy make 
great use of this confession, to dive into the secrets of princes and gran- 
dees, and of people in general, so that they may make their own use of it, 
and take measures to pry into the greatest secrets of men and women, which 
gives the ecclesiastics an opportunity to debauch the female sex, or to 
squeeze money out of them. 

8. Burials.—There is another thing very gainful to the Christian clergy, 
and that is burials ; not only in that they sell the ground at a dear rate in 
their churches and convents, and that they make a great deal of profit by 
masses for the dead, but they get also a great deal of money for the sing- 
ing of a multitude of the priestly herd at ordinary interments,.where there 
is commonly a great number, who have each of them a piece of money and 
a good treat, at which they are sure to fuddle themselves. They sing in 
the streets, like so many priests of Bacchus, things which neither the peo- 
ple-nor the greatest part of themselves understand, aud which occasions a 
great charge to the friends of the deceased, who frequently have not a bit of 
bread left after they have paid for the funeral, and the masses that are to be 
said afterwards for the deceased. Sometime ago it was a complaint at Pa- 
ris, that the meanest person, such as footman, could not be buried for less 
than four pistoles. There is a tax, also, as I am informed, of eight crowns 
laid on every burial for the king. _ 

9. and 10. Marriages and Baptisms.—The gain which the priests 


have by marriages and baptisms is also very execssive. 
To be continued. 
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Free Press Association.—The regular monthly meeting of the “ Free 
Press Association,” will be held to-morrow (Sunday) the 6th inst. at 11 
o’clock forenoon. Members are particularly requested to be punctual in 
their attendance. 

The scientific lecture will be delivered at 10 o’clock A. M. and the theo- 
logical lecture at 3 o’clock P. M. of the same day. 


«*,The first four numbers of the Correspondent being now reprinted 
complete sets can be had at the original subscription price. 








John Dixon, printer, rear of No. 34 Maiden-lane. 








